
THE PARISH OF CHAPEL-RUSSEL. 

SITUATION. This Parish is situated in the north of the Bar
ony of Kenry. It is bounded on the north and east by tte Parish 
of Ardcanny. 011 the south by Kildimo Parish and on the wr:;st by .. 
the Parish of Kilcornan. 

NAME. The name of this Parish is English, and signifies 
Russel's Chn-pel. It is otLter•Nisc ca.11 ed Pa.llis-Kenry. 

Of the olc:l Chureh of this Parish not a vestige now ,·,3mains. 
The moclern Cbureh is si.r,1mtcd ii, tl,e r.c:rth side of the c-,1 grave 
yar·d rocky groimr::l in tl'le T0wrd nnd of Pallas. There a 1 but 
few bodies interred here now. 

In the To·i.'nlarid af Sln.rn:;a l Lts about lrn. l f a mi 1 s t:~a:, :_ uf th is 7 
Church t-here 1 s an old C:L t1 e, the so utl1 'Nal 1 of v,hi ch 1jclfl fallen 
dcwn to.t:-Je :f.:'ir.t aL·c.h (i.e., the arcl1 over the ground floor-) the 
rE<'t c,f lHe ~,aJ.J.s ar,~ per·fect. It me·,lsures sixteen and ;::,, hE;,lf f'eet 
by f'onctae:n i',~et ;c,_nd eo::-itains ::·1ve ,3·::oriec::. The walls bc<i1g about 
sixty f:)ot rdg11 amt six ffJet :in thicknes~;. It is built 1.1 a rock 
whicll i:3 i1ot ;r0r:i hig,1, ancl j s '.CJ,brJu,~ one mile east of tl. Village 
(Town) of Pallas-Kenry. 

Fifteen feet east of this C'.?tstle there is a :yari'i ,·n • 1 used by 
a. wall which i:u sonw places (parts) j_s about thirty feet ,'.gh and 
five and a h~lf feet 1n thicknecls. This ctoes not join ~}~j Castle. 
It measures fifty three feet by forty feet. 

The tradition among the 7eople is that the old Cast~ 0f 

Shanpallas belonged to the Desmond family. 

This is the Castle rn,:mt io::10d iu th0 An:1.als of the F ,, -1r Masters 
under the name of Caonra.1g11e. I;:1 these Annals the fol.L- .,rftig 

passages occur:-

A.D. 1573. The Earl of Desmond (Aarrett, the s~n ~ ~ames, I 
who was son of John) and his kin::man Johu, who h~i.d been 1;('L oners 
in London for six years, Nere ~, et at l 1.be r·ty by corw ent c: ;~he 
English Parliament. They arrivej in the Harbour of Dubli.1 1 but 
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the Earl was taken and put under arrest in the City. *** The 
Earl of Desmond· found. an op-port1rnity of effecting his e:~c?;pe on 
the Festival of Saint Patrick following, against the will of the 
Council and without their knowJ edge~ nor did. they become :> .. were of 
his escape until after three days' journey he had reacherl, accom
panied by a few attendants from Dublin, the very centre of the 
Geraldine's TePritory. *** *** In the course of one mor~h he 
expelled the English soldiers nnd warders ~ho had been stQtioned 
in the fortresses and Castles of the men o:f Munster, for the Pres
ident and his Englishmen J-j,'.'1.d ,mi :Ll then retained the :possc'!ssion 
of Cs.onraighe ( Kenry) i.. e. , Shr:rnpal las, Bai le :na MartrE (Hally
martar) and Castlem~in. The E~rl tnok these Castles and their 
warders, etc., etc. 

A.D. 1574. The Earl of Desmond now began to be ab~:;loned 
by his peo:plo a.n11 8,uxiliari,?s 2, ,_1 Le re::,clv-ed_ upon cominl:'., to the 
Lord Chief .Justice a:Jcl making entire submi ,3si.on to him; ':~1is he 
did a:1(1 he wat: obliged to deliv,:;" 111) to the Lord .J;rntire 1 Castle
m? .. in, D:1:r:gn,...vnn a, 1'Jd Caonr1igl:1e 1 wl1erentc1n rJh:'!,t(jver inj: 1.,·i•:-1s had 
been hithert0 committed on eithei· side were forgiven. 

Tr:,; Antiq_uiti1,,o of thi::, P2.ri:::h ·ive• e examinE;d by Mr 'I... Curry 9 
and hL no 1:e~:: :put i11to Urn ')1:;r,ye fo1·u1 by Mr. O'Keeffe. 

:r. O'Donovan. 


